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Freehold Borough School District 

District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as 

knowledgeable, skillful, and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a 

changing world. 

Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to 

flourish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Freehold Borough School District 

Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  

Believing that our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the most 

current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our 

scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives 

embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, 

and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies 

for performance are differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and 

spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts 

literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common 

expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who are most proximal to the 

children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum 

document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop 

purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our 

curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally 

through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but specifically 

geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing 

current research-based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our 

teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and 

psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student 

and curricular growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to 

student need. 
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Freehold Borough School District Tiered Literacy/Writing Model 
 

 Constructed Characteristics Notes  

Tier I 
(Daily) 

Direct modeled instruction for 
reading/ writing/social studies 

using grade level materials 
(Whole Group Setting) 

 

Inform grade levels, skills, 
text, best/effective practices, 

strategies 

Tier II 

Guided small group explicit 
instruction based on the 

students’ instructional reading 
level /writing needs 
Teacher observation 

Extension activities from the 
tier one skills/objectives 

Extension activities on skills 
identified in need of 

reinforcement/review by 
groups 

Extension activities on general 
SS/reading/writing skills 

Focus on particular 
SS/reading/writing skills/PBLs 

 

Small group instruction 

Tier III 

Interventions- individual or 
small group instruction on 

target goals/skills identified as 
needed 

 

Extension of small group 
instruction, explicit 

instruction 

Im
prove L

iteracy 
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New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
Social Studies 

Revised Standards (2009) 
 
The revised social studies standards provide the foundation for creating local curricula and developing meaningful assessments. The 
revised standards are as follows: 
 

• Standard 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 
analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American 
heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights 
and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

• Standard 6.2 World History/Global Studies. All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 
analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 
across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and 
ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

• Standard 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century. All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, 
informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address 
challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

Four strands frame the content within each standard: (A) Civics, Government, and Human Rights; (B) Geography, People, and the 
Environment; (C) Economics, Innovation, and Technology; and (D) History, Culture, and Perspectives.  
The Role of Essential Questions 
Key essential questions recur throughout the study of history. They provoke inquiry and lead to deeper understanding of the big 
ideas that enable students to better comprehend how the past connects to the present. The essential questions created for this 
project, which follow, were used to frame content goals and to inform the development of the cumulative progress indicators. 
 
A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights 
• How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common good?  
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• How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual 
responsibility, equality, and respect for human dignity?  

B. Geography, People, and the Environment 
• How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or determine the development 

of cultures, societies, and nations?  

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology 
• How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce resources? What are 

the possible consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies?  
• How have scientific and technological developments over the course of history changed the way people live and economies and 

governments function?  

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives 
• How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and change, and how do 

they influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues?  
• How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding and challenging 

public actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world?  
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Language Arts Literacy 

 
Revised Standards 2004 

3.1 Reading 

A. Concepts About Print 

B. Phonological Awareness 

C. Decoding and Word Recognition  

D. Fluency 

E. Reading Strategies (before, during, and after 
reading) 

F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

G. Comprehension Skills and Response to Text 

H. Inquiry and Research 

3.2 Writing 

A. Writing as a Process 

B. Writing as a Product 

C. Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting 

D. Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes 

 

3.3 Speaking 

A. Discussion 

B. Questioning (Inquiry) and Contributing 

C. Word Choice 

D. Oral Presentation 

3.4 Listening 

A. Active Listening 

B. Listening Comprehension 

3.5 Viewing and Media Literacy 

A. Constructing Meaning  

B. Visual and Verbal Messages 

C. Living with Media 
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Humanities  River Valley Civilizations 
(Mesopotamia and Egypt) India and China Greece and Rome Byzantine Empire and 

Middle Ages 

Language 
Arts 

Literary Elements 
• Characterization 

o Flat/Static 
o Round/Dynamic 

• Plot Elements 
o Exposition 
o Rising action 
o Climax 
o Falling Action 
o Resolution  

• Figurative Language 
o  Similes 
o Metaphors 
o  Idioms  

• Inquiry and research 
• Vocabulary/context clues 
• Fluency 
• Differentiate fact/opinion 
• Compare/contrast 

 

Reading Strategies 
• Visualization 
• Connections 
• Predictions 
• Questioning texts 
• Inference 
• Summarizing 

Open-ended Prompts 
 
Explanatory Writing 
(Introduction) 

Literary Elements 
• Characterization 

o Flat/Static 
o Round/Dynamic 

• Plot Elements 
o Exposition 
o Rising action 
o Climax 
o Falling Action 
o Resolution  

• Figurative Language 
o  Similes 
o Metaphors 
o  Idioms  

• Inquiry and research 
• Vocabulary/context clues 
• Fluency 
• Differentiate fact/opinion 
• Compare/contrast 
• Perspective/Point of View 

Reading Strategies 
• Visualization 
• Connections 
• Predictions 
• Questioning texts 
• Inference 
• Summarizing 

Open-ended Prompts 
 
Persuasive Writing (Introduction)  
Explanatory Writing 

Literary Elements 
• Characterization 

o Flat/Static 
o Round/Dynamic 

• Plot Elements 
o Exposition 
o Rising action 
o Climax 
o Falling Action 
o Resolution  

• Figurative Language 
o  Similes 
o Metaphors 
o  Idioms  

• Inquiry and research 
• Vocabulary/context clues 
• Fluency 
• Differentiate fact/opinion 
• Compare/contrast 
• Perspective/Point of View 
• Foreshadowing 
• Flashback 

Reading Strategies 
• Visualization 
• Connections 
• Predictions 
• Questioning texts 
• Inference 
• Summarizing 

Open-ended Prompts 
 
Persuasive/Explanatory Writing 

Literary Elements 
• Characterization 

o Flat/Static 
o Round/Dynamic 

• Plot Elements 
o Exposition 
o Rising action 
o Climax 
o Falling Action 
o Resolution  

• Figurative Language 
o  Similes 
o Metaphors 
o  Idioms  

• Inquiry and research 
• Vocabulary/context clues 
• Fluency 
• Differentiate fact/opinion 
• Compare/contrast 
• Perspective/Point of View 
• Foreshadowing 
• Flashback 

Reading Strategies 
• Visualization 
• Connections 
• Predictions 
• Questioning texts 
• Inference 
• Summarizing 

Open-ended Prompts 
 
Persuasive/Explanatory Writing 
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Scope and Sequence 

 
 

Mesopotamia and Egypt 
Early Civilizations and the 

Emergence of Pastoral Peoples 
(4000-1000 BCE) 

India and China 
Greece and Rome  

The Classical Civilizations of the 
Mediterranean World, India, and 

China (1000 BCE-600 CE) 

Byzantine Empire and Middle 
Ages  

Expanding Exchanges and 
Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE) 

• How did the people of 
Mesopotamia and Egypt 
benefit from the physical 
geography of their region? 

• How did the Mesopotamian 
and Egyptian civilization 
influence the way you live 
today?  How would your life 
be different without those 
contributions? 

• How did religion affect the 
lives of the Mesopotamians 
and ancient Egyptians? 

• Why did different ancient 
river valley civilizations 
develop similar forms of 
government? 

• Explain how technological 
advancements led to greater 
economic specialization, 
improved weaponry, trade, 
and the development of a 
class system in ancient river 
valley civilizations. 

 
 

• How did the people of India 
and China benefit from the 
physical geography of their 
region? 

• How did the Indian and 
Chinese civilizations 
influence the way you live 
today?  How would your life 
be different without those 
contributions? 

• How did religion affect the 
lives of the people in India 
and China? 

• Compare and contrast the 
methods (i.e., autocratic rule, 
philosophies, and 
bureaucratic structures; 
communication and 
transportation systems) used 
by the rulers of Rome, China, 
and India to control and unify 
their expanding empires. 

• Explain how technological 
advancements led to greater 
economic specialization, 
improved weaponry, trade, 
and the development of a 
class system. 

• How did the people of 
Greece and Rome benefit 
from the physical geography 
of their region? 

• How did the Greek and 
Roman civilizations 
influence the way you live 
today?  How would your life 
be different without those 
contributions? 

• How did religion affect the 
lives of the Greek and 
Romans? 

• Compare and contrast the 
methods (i.e., autocratic rule, 
philosophies, and 
bureaucratic structures; 
communication and 
transportation systems) used 
by the rulers of Rome, China, 
and India to control and unify 
their expanding empires. 

• Explain how the 
development of a uniform 
system of exchange 
facilitated trade in classical 
civilizations. 

 

• How did the Byzantines and 
the people of the Middle 
Ages influence the way you 
live today?  How would your 
life be different without those 
contributions? 

• How did religion affect the 
lives of the Byzantines and 
the people of the Middle 
Ages? 

• How did the people of the 
Middle Ages and the 
Byzantines benefit from their 
physical geography? 

• Analyze the role of religion 
and other means rulers used 
to unify and centrally govern 
expanding territories with 
diverse populations. 

• Explain how trade, 
technology, the availability 
of natural resources, and 
contact with other 
civilizations affect the 
development of civilizations? 
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Timeline: 1st Unit - More than 
a Marking Period 

Driving Question: How did the Mesopotamian and Egyptian civilization influence the way you 
live today?  How would your life be different without those contributions? 

Reading Writing Social Studies 
Enduring Understanding: 

 
• Literary elements enable authors to 

present their ideas creatively and 
effectively to the reader. 

• Consistent use of reading strategies 
will help improve comprehension 
of text materials. 

• Understanding a text facilitates the 
reader’s ability to make meaning of 
the author’s message. 

**These are year long goals.** 
 
 
 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
 
• Develop and refine ideas 

through the use of strategies 
to write for different 
purposes, audiences and 
contexts. 

**These are year long goals.** 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
• One of the first civilizations developed in the 

Fertile Crescent. 
• The Mesopotamian civilizations of Sumer and 

Akkad flourished from about 3500 BC to 2000 
BC. 

• New Empires in the Fertile Crescent advanced by 
adopting earlier Mesopotamian culture. 

• Judaism was one of the first religions in the world 
to worship only one God. 

• The Egyptians have depended on the Nile River to 
survive for thousands of years. 

• The first civilizations in ancient Egypt were great 
and complex. 

• The Egyptians and Nubians interacted with each 
other and with other peoples. 

Essential Question(s):  
• What literary elements enable the 

author to convey their ideas 
creatively and effectively to the 
reader? 

• What reading strategies do I need 
to use to be a successful reader? 

Essential Question(s):  
• What strategies do I need to 

use to be a successful writer? 

 
 

Essential Question(s):  
• How did the people of Mesopotamia and Egypt 

benefit from the physical geography of their 
region? 

• How did religion affect the lives of the 
Mesopotamians and ancient Egyptians? 

• Why did different ancient river valley civilizations 
develop similar forms of government? 

• Explain how technological advancements led to 
greater economic specialization, improved 
weaponry, trade, and the development of a class 
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system in ancient river valley civilizations. 
Big Idea(s):  
 
• Understand characterization, plot 

elements, and reading strategies 
as essential skills needed to be a 
successful reader 

• Develop and extend use of 
vocabulary introduced in a 
variety of texts. 

 
 

Big Idea(s):  
• Understand purpose and 

development of 
“Explanatory” writing-
brainstorm; develop an 
introduction that includes a 
hook, topic sentence, and 
supporting details. 

• Open-ended statement or 
prompt, answer question 
using text examples as 
support, use a variety of 
sentence structures. 

Big Idea(s):  
 

• Fertile Crescent Empires 
• The Legacy of Mesopotamia 
• Mediterranean Civilizations: Babylonia and 

Assyria 
• Judaism 
• Hebrews, Phoneicians, and Lydians 
• The Geography of Mesopotamia and the Nile 
• The Rulers of Egypt 
• Egyptian Religion 
• Ancient Egyptian Culture 
• The Cultures of Nubia 

Specific Learning Objectives 
(SWBAT) 

Specific Learning Objectives 
(SWBAT) 

Specific Learning Objectives (SWBAT) 

 
• Increase reading comprehension 

by identifying the author’s 
elements of plot and 
characterization. 
o Identify the sequence of 

events (exposition to rising 
action to climax, etc). 

o Identify the character’s 
goal and struggle. 

• Monitor independent reading 
through the use of various 
reading strategies including: 

 
• Utilize graphic organizers 

to clearly brainstorm and 
organize ideas  

• Develop an introduction to 
an explanatory prompt 
using ideas from graphic 
organizer  

• Write a response to an 
open-ended question which 
relates to a text reading or 
prompt.  

• Provide valid support in a 

• Explain how geography made the rise of 
civilization in the Fertile Crescent possible. 

• Explain the characteristics of Sumerian religion. 
• List and describe the three most important 

empires of the Fertile Crescent. 
• Describe what characterized the Babylonian, 

Assyrian, and Persian empires. 
• Explain the importance of Hammurabi’s Code 
• Explain how the art of writing developed in 

Mesopotamia. 
• Understand how the sea power of the 

Phoenicians helped spread civilization 
throughout the Mediterranean area. 

• List and describe the major events in the history 
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visualization, making 
connections, predictions, 
questioning text, inference and 
summarizing.  (Not all will be 
covered in the 1st marking 
period.  These are skills that will 
be reviewed all year). 

• Effectively use new vocabulary 
as introduced in a variety of 
texts, novels and independent 
reading. 

variety of sentence 
structures. 

• Demonstrate growth as a 
creative writer through 
interactive response 
journals. 

of the Israelites and the basic beliefs of Judaism. 
• Explain the effect that Judaism has had on other 

religions. 
• Explain how the geography as the Nile changes 

as the river runs its course. 
• Describe the types of communities that first 

appeared along the Nile, and how the Nile was 
used for trade. 

• Explain the history of kingship in ancient Egypt 
and the accomplishments of the three kingdoms. 

• List and describe Egyptian gods and goddesses, 
their belief in the afterlife, and how and why the 
pharaohs’ tombs were built. 

• Explain what everyday life was like for ancient 
Egyptians. 

• List and describe advances made by Egyptians, 
and writing in ancient Egypt. 

Suggested Activities/Assessments Suggested Resources 
Read 

• The Golden Bull 
• The Egypt Game 
• The Golden Goblet 
• “The Great Flood” 
• “Mummy No. 1770”	  

 
Create a Character T-Shirt (See Appendix) 
Create a Timeline of Major Historical Events in this unit 
Create a PBL based on the Characteristics of this Civilization:  Stable Food     
     Supply, Religion, The Arts, Technology, Writing, Government, and  
     Social Structure 
Vocabulary Development 

• Mental models 

• The Golden Bull (Ancient Mesopotamia) 
• The Egypt Game (Ancient Egypt) 
• Ancient Civilizations 100 Book Challenge 
• Guiding Reading: 

o Ideas that Shaped Egyptian Life (below) 
o Life and Beliefs in Ancient Egypt (on level) 
o Egyptian Mythology and Everyday Life 

(above) 
• Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, 

Timeless Themes, Copper Level 
o “The Great Flood” p. 134-137 
o “Mummy No. 1770” p. 46-51 

• The World 
o Chapter 2, Early Civilizations  
o Chapter 3, Ancient Egypt and Nubia 
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• Read-alouds on or above grade level texts 
• Word-mapping 

Create Word Wall Signs (See Appendix) 
 
Guided Reading/Writing 

• Small-group readings based on skill level 
• Small-group writing based on skill level 

Reading Journal:  Independent Reading with Written Response 
Writer’s Notebook 
 
Websites for teaching Explanatory Essays: 

• http://www.tenafly.k12.nj.us/~tsachs/nj_ask_2008.htm 
• http://www.thewritingsite.org/resources/prompts/expository.asp 
• http://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/ms/5-

8/ref/022609explanatory_files/frame.htm 

Characterization: 
• Make a “Character” T-Shirt - 

http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/lessonplan.jsp?id=39 
• Identify “Character Traits”, “Become a Character” : 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/action-character-exploring-character-175.html 

• Characterization in Literature: Identify methods authors use to build 
characterization- http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/content/2331/ 

• Three Elements of Characterization: Graphic Organizer- 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/using-picture-books-teach-101.html 

Plot Elements 

• World Studies, The Ancient World 
o Chapter 2, The Fertile Crescent 
o Chapter 3, Ancient Egypt and Nubia 

• BrainPop 
o Sumerians 
o Egyptian Pharaohs 
o Mummies 
o Cleopatra (or with Unit 3 for Greece) 

• Movies 
o Aladdin (Disney) 
o The Prince of Egypt (Disney) 

• Discover Education Streaming Video: 
o Mesopotamia:  From Nomads to Farmers 
o Mesopotamia:  The Development if Written 

Language 
o Mesopotamia:  Trade Routes and 

Transportation 
o Journals Through History:  Ancient Egypt:  

Constructing Civilization 
o Living History:  Living in Ancient Egypt 
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• Plot Structure- 
 http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/plot-structure-literary-elements-904.html 

o Power Point Presentation on “Freytag’s Pyramid 
o Interactive on-line tool to map the plot of any story, play, 

movie or other text 
• Story Elements- 

http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/S00000236.shtml 
o Activities: Interview Book Character, Sequencing, Story 

Stew, Cause and Effect, Question/Prediction Chart 
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Timeline: 2nd Unit - Less than a 
marking period 

Driving Question: How did the Indian and Chinese civilizations influence the way you live 
today?  How would your life be different without those contributions? 

Reading Writing Social Studies 
Enduring Understanding:  
• Literary elements enable authors to 

present their ideas creatively and 
effectively to the reader. 

• Consistent use of reading strategies will 
help improve comprehension of text 
materials. 

• Understanding a text facilitates the 
reader’s ability to make meaning of the 
author’s message. 

**These are year long goals.** 
 

Enduring Understanding:  
• Develop and refine ideas 

using strategies to write for 
different purposes, 
audiences and contexts. 

**These are year long goals.** 
 
 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
• South Asia is home to different peoples making 

homes across magnificent landscapes, from 
mountains to islands. 

• Hinduism combines spiritual beliefs, gods, and 
practices. 

• Finding peace and happiness is at the heart of 
Buddhism. 

• A tour of China reveals great diversity in the 
land, water, and ways of life. 

• China’s history, organized by dynasties, 
includes many inventions and ideas. 

• Confucianism is a way of thought that became a 
way of life in China. 

Essential Question(s):  
 
• How do authors utilize literary 

elements to creatively present their 
ideas to the reader? 

• How do authors enable the reader to 
comprehend the message in their 
writing? 

 

Essential Question(s):  
 
• What strategies do I need 

to use to be a successful 
writer? 

 
 

Essential Question(s):  
• How did the people of India and China benefit 

from the physical geography of their region? 
• How did religion affect the lives of the people in 

India and China? 
• Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., 

autocratic rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic 
structures; communication and transportation 
systems) used by the rulers of Rome, China, and 
India to control and unify their expanding 
empires. 

• Explain how technological advancements led to 
greater economic specialization, improved 
weaponry, trade, and the development of a class 
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system. 
Big Idea(s):  
• Explore strategies needed to improve 

reading skills. 
• Authors use a variety of styles and 

techniques to convey complex 
viewpoints on universal themes. 
 

 

Big Idea(s): Explore strategies 
needed to improve writing 
skills 
• Effective writers will use 

different forms according 
to purpose and audience. 

 

Big Idea(s):  
• The Geography of India 
• Hinduism in Ancient India 
• The Beginnings of Buddhism 
• Empires of Ancient India 
• The Geography of China’s River Valleys 
• Confucius and His Teachings 
• Warring Kingdoms Unite 
• Achievements of Ancient China 

Specific Learning Objectives (SWBAT) Specific Learning Objectives 
(SWBAT) 

Specific Learning Objectives (SWBAT) 

• Understand the use of figurative 
language to convey viewpoints. 

• Develop inquiry and research skills 
related to content/universal themes. 

• Read to compare themes presented 
by authors within the same genre, 
topic or subject; and produce 
evidence of understanding.  
o Identify and interpret the author’s 

use of similes and metaphors in 
writing. 

• Monitor independent reading through 
the use of various reading strategies 
including: visualization, making 
connections, predictions, questioning 
text, inference and summarizing.  
(These are skills that will be 

• Write a multi-paragraph 
explanatory essay with a 
clearly stated topic, 
logical organization, 
supporting details using a 
variety of sentence 
structures. 

• Develop an introduction 
to a persuasive writing 
that includes a hook, the 
topic sentence, point of 
view, briefly stated 
reasons to support point 
of view. 

• Demonstrate writing 
clarity using supporting 
evidence when 

• List and describe the physical features of China 
and the diverse geography of South Asia. 

• Define subcontinent and explain how India 
became one. 

• List and explain the main beliefs of Hinduism 
• Explain the roots of Hinduism. 
• List and explain the main beliefs of Buddhism. 
• Identify the significance of the Buddha and 

explain his teachings. 
• Identify the significance and contributions of 

the Mauryan Empire to Indian civilization. 
• Describe the Gupta Empire. 
• Describe the diverse geography of ancient China. 
• Explain how the Huang River is both beneficial 

and disastrous to the people living by it. 
• Explain why the Huang River is also called the 

Yellow River. 
• List and explain the main principals of 

Confucianism. 
• Explain what the Analects are. 
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reviewed all year). 
• Maintain fluency by reading and 

processing text at a good rate, using 
phrasing and expression as it relates 
to the meaning in the text. 

responding to open-ended 
essay questions on a 
variety of themes derived 
from the curriculum. 

• Demonstrate growth as a 
creative writer through 
interactive response 
journals. 

• List and describe some of the major 
achievements of the Han dynasty. 

• Explain how Chinese culture became unified 
during the Han dynasty. 

• List and describe some inventions that were 
made to improve daily life in ancient China. 

Suggested Activities/Assessments Suggested Resources 
Read 

• “Breaker’s Bridge” 
• The Five Ancestors:  Tiger 
• The Five Ancestors:  Monkey 
• The Five Ancestors:  Snake 
• The Five Ancestors:  Crane 
• The Five Ancestors:  Eagle 
• The Five Ancestors:  Mouse 
• The Five Ancestors:  Dragon 
• Sisters of the Sword 
• Sisters of the Sword:  Chasing the Sword 
• Sisters of the Sword:  Journey Through Fire 

 
Create a Timeline of Major Historical Events in this unit 
Create a PBL based on the Characteristics of this Civilization:  Stable Food     
     Supply, Religion, The Arts, Technology, Writing, Government, and  
     Social Structure 
Vocabulary Development 

• Mental models 
• Read-alouds on or above grade level texts 
• Word-mapping 

 
• Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, 

Timeless Themes, Copper Level 
o “Breaker’s Bridge” p. 418-426 

• The World 
o Chapter 5, Ancient India and Persia  
o Chapter 4, Ancient China 

• World Studies, The Ancient World 
o Chapter 4, Ancient India  
o Chapter 5, Ancient China 

• Ancient Civilizations 100 Book Challenge 
• BrainPop 

o Great Wall of China 
• Movies 

o Mulan (Disney) 
o Mulan II (Disney) 

• Discover Education Streaming Video: 
o China:  From Past to Present:  Geography, 

Traditional Religions, and Beliefs 
o What the Ancients Knew:  The Chinese 
o Journals Through History:  Ancient China:  

Contributions to the World 
o Journals Through History:  Ancient China:  
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Create Word Wall Signs (See Appendix) 
 
Guided Reading/Writing 

• Small-group readings based on skill level 
• Small-group writing based on skill level 

Reading Journal:  Independent Reading with Written Response 
Writer’s Notebook 
 
Mesopotamian ABC Quilt (PBL) 
A Day in the Life of an Egyptian or Mesopotamian (PBL) 
Egyptian Sarcophagus (PBL) 
 
Websites for teaching Persuasive Essays: (Each site provides several writing 
ideas that can be helpful when teaching persuasive writing) 

• http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/640	  
• http://www.webenglishteacher.com/argument.html 

Suggested Prompts for Persuasive and Explanatory (Expository) Writing: 
• http://jc-schools.net/writeaway/grade8-lg-prompts.html 
• http://www.thewritingsite.org/resources/prompts/persuasive.asp 

Figurative Language: 
• Power Point Presentations: 

http://languagearts.pppst.com/figurative.html 
• Interactive Activities & Games: 

http://www.gamequarium.com/figurativelanguage.html 

Inquiry and Research: This skill will be practiced through PBLs associated 
with ancient civilization units: Teacher Reference websites: 

• http://www.youthlearn.org/learning/general-info/our-approach/intro-
inquiry-learning/intro-inquiry-learning 

From Dynasty to Destiny 
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• Scaffolding Methods for Research Paper Writing (PBLs research) & 
Teaching Internet Research Strategies: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/scaffolding-methods-research-paper-1155.html 

• http://schools.nyc.gov/documents/teachandlearn/project_basedFinal.pdf 
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Timeline: 3rd Unit - About a 
marking period 

• Driving Question: How did the Greek and Roman civilizations influence the way you live 
today?  How would your life be different without those contributions? 

Reading Writing Social Studies 
Enduring Understanding: 
• Literary elements enable authors to 

present their ideas creatively and 
effectively to the reader. 

• Consistent use of reading strategies 
will help improve comprehension 
of text materials. 

• Understanding a text facilitates the 
reader’s ability to make meaning of 
the author’s message. 
 

**These are year long goals.** 
 

 
 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
• Well-written essays are 

developed through the use 
of strategies to write for 
different purposes, 
audiences and contexts. 

 
**These are year long goals.** 

 

Enduring Understanding: 
• Surrounded by mountains and water, the ancient 

Greeks developed communities and traveled on the 
sea to trade with other peoples. 

• Two very different cultures grew in the city-states 
of Athens and Sparta. 

• During the Golden Age of Athens, Athenians 
excelled in the arts, philosophy, and government. 

• The conquests of Alexander the Great built a new 
culture that mixed Greek and Asian ways. 

• Rome’s location helped it grow from a village unto 
a powerful city. 

• Rome’s republic became very powerful, but its 
conquests created major problems. 

• The Roman Empire was one of the world’s most 
powerful empires. 

• Christianity grew to become the official religion of 
the Roman Empire. 

• Rome fell to invaders, but the Roman Empire 
continued in the East. 

Essential Question(s):  
• How does the development of 

literary elements convey 
meaning? 

• How does personal response to 
literature contribute to 

Essential Question(s):  
• What strategies do I need 

to produce an engaging 
explanatory essay? 

• What strategies do I need 
to produce an engaging 

Essential Question(s):  
• How did the people of Greece and Rome benefit 

from the physical geography of their region? 
• How did religion affect the lives of the Greek and 

Romans? 
• Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., autocratic 

rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic structures; 
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understanding? 
• How do authors produce engaging 

historical fiction that will enable 
the reader to gain a better 
understanding of a time period? 

• How does the author’s point of 
view impact a piece of literature? 

• What is the importance of 
understanding vocabulary to gain 
meaning from a text? 

persuasive essay? 

 
 
 
 

communication and transportation systems) used 
by the rulers of Rome, China, and India to control 
and unify their expanding empires. 

• Explain how the development of a uniform 
system of exchange facilitated trade in classical 
civilizations. 

Big Idea(s):  
• Evaluate the effectiveness of 

communication by examining 
strategies. 

• Authors use a variety of styles 
and techniques to convey 
complex viewpoints on universal 
themes. 

 
 

Big Idea(s):  
• Effective writers will use 

appropriate strategies that 
will enable them to 
produce an engaging essay. 

 

Big Idea(s):  
• The Geography of Greece 
• The Greek City-States 
• Religion, Philosophy, and the Arts 
• Sparta and Athens 
• Alexander the Great and the Spread of Greek 

Culture 
• Rome’s Beginnings 
• The Roman Republic 
• The Roman Empire 
• Roman Daily Life 
• Christianity and the Roman Empire 
• The Fall of Rome 

Specific Learning Objectives 
(SWBAT) 

Specific Learning Objectives 
(SWBAT) 

Specific Learning Objectives (SWBAT) 

With continued practice of knowledge 
and skills gained in preceding units, by 
the end of Unit 3 SWBAT: 
• Identify and analyze 

characterization, setting and plot 

With continued practice of 
knowledge and skills gained in 
preceding units, by the end of 
Unit 3 SWBAT: 
• Analyze, select and 

• Describe the physical features of ancient Greece 
and Rome and explain how the physical geography 
affected the lives of its people.   

• Explain the importance of Minoan civilization. 
• Compare and contrast a democracy and an 
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to understand the progression 
and resolution of a novel. 

• Demonstrate understanding of 
vocabulary words from the texts. 

• Explain elements of fiction and 
cite examples of concepts in the 
text. 

• Interpret text independently. 
• Monitor independent reading 

through the use of reading 
strategies: 
o Generate questions to frame 

their thinking, build 
meaning, locate 
information, clarify sources 
of confusion and expand 
new understandings. 

o Infer by using background 
knowledge and information 
to draw conclusions or make 
assumptions beyond what is 
explicitly stated in the text. 

o Maintain fluency by reading 
and processing text at a good 
rate, using phrasing and 
expression as it relates to the 
meaning in the text. 

• Explain the author’s point of 
view by reflecting and making 

elaborate ideas in 
persuasive and explanatory 
writing 

• Select effective 
organizational structures in 
persuasive and explanatory 
writing. 

• Use a variety of sentences 
consistent with audience, 
purpose and form. 

• Revise and edit drafts by 
rereading for appropriate 
content and organization, 
usage, sentence 
construction, mechanics 
and word choice. 

• Utilize the New Jersey 
Registered Holistic Scoring 
Rubric to evaluate and 
improve their writing and 
the writing of peers. 

• Compose, revise, edit and 
publish writing using word 
processing software. 

• Demonstrate growth as a 
creative writer through 
interactive response 
journals. 
 

aristocracy 
• Explain the beginnings of government in ancient 

Greece. 
• Describe the religious beliefs of the ancient 

Greeks. 
• Describe the similarities and differences between 

civilizations in Sparta and Athens. 
• Identify the contributions of significant individuals 

in ancient Greece and ancient Rome. 
• Describe the Golden Age of Athens. 
• Explain how Alexander expanded the empire and 

spread Greek culture. 
• Define and describe Hellenistic culture. 
• Explain how the Romans borrowed ideas and ways 

from the Etruscans. 
• Explain he legend of Remulus and Romulus. 
• Describe the importance of the Tiber River to the 

development of Roman civilization. 
• Describe the system of government in the Roman 

Republic. 
• Define republic. 
• Explain the impact of Rome’s conquest on the 

republic. 
• Compare and contrast the powers that the plebians 

and the patricians had during the Roman Republic. 
• Describe the major achievements of the Romans. 
• Define and explain Pax Romana. 
• Explain the importance of good rulers to the 

growth and expansion of the Roman Empire. 
• Explain how Marcus Aurelius cared for the people 

of Rome. 
• Explain how the Christian religion spread 

throughout the Roman Empire. 
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judgments about the text during 
and after reading. 

• Define persecution and explain why the Christians 
were persecuted. 

• Explain why Christianity became the main religion 
in the Roman Empire. 

• Explain connections between Judaism and 
Christianity. 

• Explain how barbarian invasions affected the 
Roman Empire. 

• Describe the impact of Constantine on the Roman 
Empire. 

• Explain why the Eastern half of the Roman Empire 
survived after the fall of the western half. 

Suggested Activities/Assessments Suggested Resources 
Read 

• Detectives in Togas 
• “Arachne” 
• “Orpheus” 
• “The Gorgon’s Head” 
• “The Dog of Pompeii” 
• “The Strange Geometry of Stonehenge” 

 
Create a Timeline of Major Historical Events in this unit 
Create a PBL based on the Characteristics of this Civilization:  Stable Food     
     Supply, Religion, The Arts, Technology, Writing, Government, and  
     Social Structure 
 
Vocabulary Development 

• Mental models 
• Read-alouds on or above grade level texts 
• Word-mapping 

Create Word Wall Signs (See Appendix) 

• Detectives in Togas 
• Guided Reading: 

o Buildings in Greece and Rome (below) 
o Building Ancient Greece and Rome (on 

level) 
o Greek and Roman Architecture (above) 

• Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, 
Timeless Themes, Copper Level 

o “Arachne” p. 822-825 
o “Orpheus” p. 408-411 
o “The Gorgon’s Head”  p. 797-803 
o “The Dog of Pompeii”  p. 220-229 
o “The Strange Geometry of Stonehenge” p. 

368-377 (mentions Roman occupation) 
• The World 

o Chapter 9, Ancient Greece  
o Chapter 10, Ancient Rome 

• World Studies, The Ancient World 
o Chapter 6, Ancient Greece  
o Chapter 7, Ancient Rome 
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Guided Reading/Writing 

• Small-group readings based on skill level 
• Small-group writing based on skill level 

Reading Journal:  Independent Reading with Written Response 
Writer’s Notebook 
 
See websites from earlier units for writing skills. 
 
Meet the Gods (PBL) Poster for each God or Goddess 
Ancient Roman Mosaic (PBL) 
Classical Civilizations Game (PBL) comparing Ancient Greece and Rome 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• BrainPop 
o Greek Gods 
o Homer 
o Athens 
o Rise of the Roman Empire 
o Pax Romana 
o Roman Republic 
o Fall of the Roman Empire  
o Democracy 

• Ancient Civilizations 100 book Challenge 
• Movies: 

o Hercules (Disney) 
o Percy Jackson and the Olympians:  The 

Lightning Bolt Thief 
• Discover Education Streaming Video: 

o Elementary Video Adventures:  Ancient 
Greece 

o Elementary Video Adventures:  Life in 
Ancient Rome 

o What the Ancients Knew:  The Romans 
o Journals Through History:  Ancient Rome:  

Building an Empire 
o Journals Through History:  Ancient Rome:  

The Eternal City 
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Timeline:  4th Unit - About a 
marking period 

Driving Question: How did the Byzantines and the people of the Middle Ages influence the way 
you live today?  How would your life be different without those contributions? 

Reading Writing Social Studies 
Enduring Understanding: 
• Literary elements enable authors to 

present their ideas creatively and 
effectively to the reader. 

• Authors use literary elements to 
influence our thinking and provide 
us with insights about common 
experiences. 

• Consistent use of reading strategies 
will help improve comprehension 
of text materials. 

 
 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
• Writing can be used to 

make meaning of one’s 
own experience as well as 
of other information and 
ideas. 

 
 

Enduring Understanding: 
• Physical features, climate, and Roman and Greek 

culture influenced how people lived in the 
Byzantine Empire. 

• Under the rule of Justinian, the Byzantine Empire 
became great. 

• Islam brought changes to lands in Southwest 
Asia. 

• Trade and conquest helped spread religion and 
language throughout the Islamic World. 

• The landforms and climate of Europe affect the 
way Europeans live. 

• After a series of rulers and invaders, medieval 
government in Europe experienced a change. 

• The Church, feudalism, and manor life formed the 
foundation of European medieval life. 

• Routes promoted trade, travel, and 
communication, as well as the Plague, between 
Europe, Africa, and Asia. 

Essential Question(s):  
• How do authors express universal 

themes and ideas creatively and 
effectively to the reader? 

• How do authors use literary 
elements to raise questions and 
provide us with insights about 

Essential Question(s):  
• How is the writing process 

helpful in constructing and 
demonstrating meanings of 
content (whether personal, 
expressive, academic or 
practical) through writing? 

Essential Question(s):  
• How did religion affect the lives of the 

Byzantines and the people of the Middle Ages? 
• How did the people of the Middle Ages and the 

Byzantines benefit from their physical 
geography? 

• Analyze the role of religion and other means 
rulers used to unify and centrally govern 



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
Curriculum Management System 

Humanities 

       27 

common human experiences? 
 

 
 

 
 

expanding territories with diverse populations. 
• Explain how trade, technology, the availability of 

natural resources, and contact with other 
civilizations affect the development of 
civilizations? 

Big Idea(s):  
• An author’s writing allows us to 

read and critique various genres 
through stylistic and literary 
devices. 

 

Big Idea(s):  
• There are many reasons to 

write, including writing-to-
learn, writing-to-
demonstrate, and writing 
for authentic purposes and 
audiences. 

• To be effective, writing 
must be sufficiently 
developed, coherent unit of 
thought to address the 
needs of the intended 
audience. 

 

Big Idea(s):  
• Geography of the Byzantine Empire 
• The Greatness of the Byzantine Empire 
• The Beginnings of Islam 
• The Golden Age of Muslim Civilization 
• Geography of Europe 
• Rulers and Invaders 
• Feudalism and the Manor System 
• The Church  
• The Rise of Cities 
• The Crusades, Trade and the Plague 

Specific Learning Objectives 
(SWBAT) 

Specific Learning Objectives 
(SWBAT) 

Specific Learning Objectives (SWBAT) 

With continued practice of knowledge 
and skills gained in preceding units, by 
the end of Unit 4 SWBAT: 

• Identify personal, social, 
historical or cultural influences 
in text. 

• Read and analyze various works 
using effective strategies. 

With continued practice of 
knowledge and skills gained in 
preceding units, by the end of Unit 
4 SWBAT: 

• Choose words/language 
with care, depending on the 
content, purpose and 
audience. 

• Use structural elements 

• Describe how the physical geography and climate 
of the Byzantine Empire affected how people 
lived. 

• Explain the significance of Constantinople to the 
Byzantine Empire. 

• Explain how Constantinople became a center of 
trade. 

• Explain who Justinian and Theodora were, as well 
as their contributions to the Byzantine Empire. 
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• Demonstrate increasing 
comprehension and ability to 
respond personally to texts by 
exploring a wide range of 
genres. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

such as context, 
meaningful order of ideas, 
transitional elements, and 
conclusions to help make 
meaning clear for the 
reader. 

• Use research and 
technology to support 
writing. 

• Use the writing process to 
develop, revise and 
evaluate writing. 

• Produce persuasive and 
explanatory writings that 
establish appropriate 
organizational structure, 
sets of context, and 
engages the reader. 

• Explain why Justinian built the Hagia Sofia in 
part to maintain close ties with the church. 

• List the major beliefs and roots of Islam. 
• Explain the relationship between Islam and 

Muhammad. 
• Explain how the Quran affects the daily lives of 

Muslims. 
• Explain how Islam spread outside the Arabian 

Peninsula. 
• Explain how and why non-muslims were treated 

in the Islamic world. 
• Explain how the different regions and landforms 

of Europe affect how people live and work. 
• Explain how the Magna Carta limited royal 

power. 
• Identify the contributions of significant 

individuals, such as Charlemagne, during the 
Middle Ages. 

• Explain the role of serfs in feudalism. 
• List and describe the different levels of feudalism. 
• Explain the purpose of guilds. 
• Explain how feudalism and the manor system 

affected the lives of the nobility in medieval 
Europe. 

• Explain how the manor system led to the growth 
of towns and cities. 

• List and explain some of the major events that 
affected Europe in the late Middle Ages. 

• Explain who issued the call for the Crusades and 
why. 

• List and describe some of the major trade goods 
that traveled over trade routes, such as the Silk 
Road, in the Middle Ages. 
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• Explain what a bubonic plague is and how it 
affects humans. 

• Explain what the different theories are regarding 
how the Plague reached Europe. 

Suggested Activities/Assessments Suggested Resources 
Read 

• The Door in the Wall	  
• The Castle in the Attic	  
• The Battle for the Castle	  
• Catherine Called Birdy	  
• Crispin Cross of Lead	  
• “Dragon, Dragon” 

 
Create a Timeline of Major Historical Events in this unit 
Create a PBL based on the Characteristics of this Civilization:  Stable Food     
     Supply, Religion, The Arts, Technology, Writing, Government, and  
     Social Structure 
 
Vocabulary Development 

• Mental models 
• Read-alouds on or above grade level texts 
• Word-mapping 

Create Word Wall Signs (See Appendix) 
 
Guided Reading/Writing 

• Small-group readings based on skill level 
• Small-group writing based on skill level 

Reading Journal:  Independent Reading with Written Response 
Writer’s Notebook 

• Catherine Called Birdy 
• The Door in the Wall 
• The Castle in the Attic 
• The Battle for the Castle 
• Guided Reading: 

o House, Church, Castle (below) 
o Medieval Buildings (on level) 
o The Architecture of the Middle Ages 

(above) 
• Prentice Hall Literature:  Timeless Voices, 

Timeless Themes, Copper Level 
o “Dragon, Dragon” p. 458-467 

• Medieval Civilizations 100 Book Challenge 
• The World 

o Chapter 11, Byzantine Empire and Ancient 
Arabia  

o Chapter 14, Medieval Europe 
• World Studies, Medieval Times to Today 

o Chapter 1, Byzantine and Muslim 
Civilizations  

o Chapter 5, Europe in the Middle Ages 
• Movies: 

o A Knight’s Tale 
o The Princess Bride 
o Shrek (all of them) 
o Prince Caspian 
o Brother Cadfael (series) 
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See websites from earlier units for writing skills. 
 
Create a Byzantine or Medieval Monument (PBL) Includes the monument, 
location it would sit, and what it represents. 
 
Coat of Arms (PBL) 
Make a Medieval Knight (PBL) 
 
 

o The Three Musketeers 
o Robin Hood 
o The Sword in the Stone (Disney) 

• BrainPop 
o The Black Death 
o Magna Carta 

• Discover Education Streaming Video: 
o Civilizations in Conflict: Byzantium, Islam, 

and the Crusades (330-1453 A.D.) 
o Byzantium 
o Enduring Influence:  Rome, Greece, and 

Byzantium (Suggest only a few of the 
segments, not all) 

o The Dark Ages:  Europe After the Fall of 
Rome (410-1066 AD) 

o The Black Death (1347-1351 AD) 
o Medieval Times:  Life in the Middle Ages 

(1000-1450 AD) 
o Living History:  Living in Medieval Europe 
o Exploring the World:  The Viking 

Explorers 
o Elementary Video Adventures:  Times 

Medieval 
o Animated Hero Classics:  Joan of Arc 
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Language Arts Standards (NJCCCS 2004) 

    Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 
6 3.1 A. Concepts About Print/Text     

      1. Use a text index and glossary independently and appropriately. X X X X 

      
2. Survey and explain text features that contribute to comprehension 
(e.g., headings, introductory, concluding paragraphs). 

X X X X 

      
3. Recognize and use common print formats to obtain information (e.g., 
newspapers, magazines, electronic sources). 

 X   

            

6 3.1 B Phonological Awareness     

         No additional indicators at this grade level     

            

6 3.1 C Decoding and Word Recognition      

      1. Use a dictionary to decode new words independently. X X X X 

      
2. Use context clues or knowledge of phonics, syllabication, prefixes, and 
suffixes to decode new words. 

X X X X 

      
3. Apply knowledge of new words correctly (refer to word parts and word 
origin). 

X X X X 

      
4. Apply spelling and syllabication rules that aid in decoding and word 
recognition. 

X X X X 
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6 3.1 D Fluency     

      
1. Adjust reading speed appropriately for different purposes and 
audiences. 

 X X X 

      
2. Read aloud in ways that reflect understanding of proper phrasing and 
intonation. 

X X X X 

      
3. Read silently for the purpose of increasing speed, accuracy, and 
reading fluency. 

X X X X 

      
4. Apply self-correcting strategies to decode and gain meaning from 
print, both orally and silently. 

 X X X 

            

6 3.1 E Reading Strategies (before, during, and after reading)     

      1. Activate prior knowledge and anticipate what will be read or heard. X X X X 

      
2. Vary reading strategies according to their purpose for reading and the 
nature of the text. 

X X X X 

      3. Reread to make sense of difficult paragraphs or sections of text. X X X X 

      4. Make revisions to text predictions during and after reading. X X X X 

      5. Use reference aids for word meanings when reading. X X X X 

      
6. Apply graphic organizers to illustrate key concepts and relationships in 
a text. 

X X X X 

            

6 3.1 F Vocabulary and Concept Development     

      1. Infer word meanings from learned roots, prefixes, and suffixes.  X X X 
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      2. Infer specific word meanings in the context of reading passages.  X X X 

      
3. Identify and correctly use antonyms, synonyms, homophones, and 
homographs. 

  X  

      
4. Use the dictionary for a variety of purposes (e.g., definitions, word 
origins, parts of speech). 

X X X X 

      5. Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word choices and meanings. X X X X 

            

6 3.1 G Comprehension Skills and Response to Text     

      1. Respond critically to an author’s purpose, ideas, views, and beliefs.  X X X 

      
2. Identify genre by their distinctive elements (e.g. tall tale-
exaggeration). 

X    

      3. Use cause and effect and sequence of events to gain meaning. X X X X 

      
4. Construct meaning from text by making conscious connections to self, 
an author, and others. 

X X X X 

      
5. Recognize persuasive and propaganda techniques used to influence 
readers. 

 X X X 

      
6. Recognize and understand historical and cultural biases and different 
points of view. 

X X X X 

      
7. Identify and analyze features of themes conveyed through characters, 
actions, and images. 

X X X  

      8. Distinguish between major and minor details. X X X X 

      
9. Make inferences using textual information and provide supporting 
evidence. 

X X X X 
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10. Recognize common organizational patterns in text that support 
comprehension (e.g., headings captions). 

X X X X 

      11. Identify and analyze text types, formats, and elements in nonfiction. X X X X 

      
12. Recognize characterization, setting, plot, theme, and point of view in 
fiction. 

X X X X 

      
13. Recognize sensory details, figurative language, and other literary 
devices in text. 

 X X X 

      
14. Identify and respond to the elements of sound and structure in 
poetry. 

  X  

      
15. Analyze drama as a source of information, entertainment, 
persuasion, or transmitter of culture. 

  X X 

      
16. Identify and analyze elements of setting, plot, and characterization 
in plays that are read, written, or performed. 

  X X 

      
17. Explain ways that the setting contributes to the mood of a novel, 
play, or poem. 

X X X X 

      18. Interpret idiomatic expressions.  X   

            

6 3.1 H Inquiry and Research     

      
1. Develop and revise questions for investigations prior to, during, and 
after reading. 

 X   

      
2. Select and use multiple sources to locate information relevant to 
research questions. 

X X X X 

      3. Draw conclusions from information gathered from multiple sources. X X X X 
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4. Interpret and use graphic sources of information such as maps, 
graphs, timelines, or tables to address research questions. 

X X X X 

      
5. Summarize and organize information by taking notes, outlining ideas, 
and/or making charts. 

X X X X 

      
6. Produce projects and reports, using visuals, media, and/or technology 
to show learning and support the learning of an audience. 

X X X X 

      
7. Compare themes, characters, settings, and ideas across texts or 
works and produce evidence of understanding. 

 X X X 
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    Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

6 3.2 A 
Writing as a Process (prewriting, drafting, revising, 
editing, post writing) 

    

      

1. Write informational compositions of several paragraphs 
that engage the interest of the reader, state a clear 
purpose, develop the topic, and conclude with a detailed 
summary. 

 X X X 

      
2. Generate ideas for writing through reading and making 
connections across the curriculum and with current events. 

X X X X 

      
3. Expand knowledge about form, structure, and voice in a 
variety of genres. 

 X X X 

      
4. Use strategies such as graphic organizers and outlines to 
elaborate and organize ideas for writing. 

X X X X 

      

5. Draft writing in a selected genre with supporting 
structure and appropriate voice according to the intended 
message, audience, and purpose for writing. 

X X X X 

      

6. Make decisions about the use of precise language, 
including adjectives, adverbs, verbs, and specific details, 
and justify the choices made. 

  X X 

      

7. Revise drafts by rereading for meaning, narrowing focus, 
elaborating and deleting, as well as reworking organization, 
openings, closings, word choice, and consistency of voice. 

 X X X 

      

8. Review own writing with others to understand the 
reader’s perspective and to consider and incorporate ideas 
for revision. 

  X X 

      9. Review and edit work for spelling, usage, clarity,  X X X 
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organization, and fluency. 

      10. Use a variety of reference materials to revise work.  X X X 

      
11. Use computer writing applications during the writing 
process. 

X X X X 

      
12. Understand and apply the elements of a scoring rubric 
to improve and evaluate writing. 

 X X X 

      
13. Reflect on own writing, noting strengths and setting 
goals for improvement. 

 X X X 

            

6 3.2 B 
Writing as a Product (resulting in a formal product or 
publication) 

    

      
1. Expand knowledge of characteristics, structures, and 
tone of selected genres. 

 X X X 

      

2. Write a range of grade appropriate essays across 
curricula (e.g., persuasive, personal, descriptive, issue- 
based) 

  X X 

      

3. Write grade appropriate, multi-paragraph expository 
pieces across curricula (e.g., problem/solution, 
cause/effect, hypothesis/results, feature articles, critique, 
research reports). 

 X X X 

      

4. Write various types of prose, such as short stories, 
biography, autobiography, or memoir that contain narrative 
elements. 

  X X 

      

5. Support main idea, topic, or theme with facts, examples, 
or explanations, including information from multiple 
sources. 

X X X X 
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6. Sharpen focus and improve coherence by considering 
the relevancy of included details, and adding, deleting, and 
rearranging appropriately. 

 X X  

      
7. Write sentences of varying length and complexity, using 
specific nouns, verbs, and descriptive words. 

 X X  

      
8. Prepare a works consulted page for reports or research 
papers. 

 X   

      

9. Provide logical sequence throughout multi-paragraph 
works by refining organizational structure and developing 
transitions between ideas 

 X X  

      

10. Engage the reader from beginning to end with an 
interesting opening, logical sequence, and satisfying 
conclusion. 

 X X  

            

6 3.2 C Mechanics, Spelling, and Handwriting     

           

      

2. Use a variety of sentence types and syntax, including 
independent and dependent clauses and prepositional and 
adverbial phrases, to connect ideas and craft writing in an 
interesting and grammatically correct way. 

  X  

      
3. Use knowledge of English grammar and usage to 
express ideas effectively. 

 X X X 

      
4. Use correct capitalization and punctuation, including 
commas and colons, throughout writing. 

X X X X 

      
5. Use quotation marks and related punctuation correctly in 
passages of dialogue. 

  X  
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6. Use knowledge of roots, prefixes, suffixes, and English 
spelling patterns to spell words correctly in writing. 

  X  

      

7. Demonstrate understanding of reasons for paragraphs in 
narrative and expository writing and indent appropriately in 
own writing. 

 X X  

      
8. Edit writing for correct grammar usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling. 

X X X X 

      

9. Use a variety of materials, such as a dictionary, 
grammar reference, and/or internet/software resources to 
edit written work. 

 X X X 

      
10. Write legibly in manuscript or cursive to meet district 
standards. 

X X X X 

            

6 3.2 D 
Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (exploring a 
variety of forms) 

    

      

1. Write for different purposes (e.g., to express ideas, 
inform, entertain, respond to literature, persuade, 
question, reflect, clarify, share) and a variety of audiences 
(e.g., self, peers, community). 

X X X X 

      
2. Gather, select, and organize information appropriate to a 
topic, task, and audience. 

X X X X 

      

3. Develop and use knowledge of a variety of genres, 
including expository, narrative, persuasive, poetry, 
critiques, and everyday/ workplace writing. 

 X X X 

      

4. Organize a response that develops insight into literature 
by exploring personal reactions, connecting to personal 
experiences, and referring to the text through sustained 

X X X X 
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use of examples. 

      
5. Write narratives, establishing a plot or conflict, setting, 
characters, point of view, and resolution. 

 X X  

      

6. Use narrative techniques (e.g., dialogue, specific actions 
of characters, sensory description, and expression of 
thoughts and feelings of characters). 

 X X  

      

7. Write reports based on research with a scope narrow 
enough to be thoroughly covered, supporting the main 
ideas or topic with facts, examples, and explanations from 
authoritative sources, and including a works consulted 
page. 

 X   

      

8. Write persuasive essays with clearly stated positions or 
opinions supported by organized and relevant evidence to 
validate arguments and conclusions, and sources cited 
when needed. 

  X  

      
9. Demonstrate the ability to write business letters in 
correct format and coherent style. 

  X  

      

10. Use a variety of strategies to organize writing, including 
sequence, chronology, cause/effect, problem/solution, and 
order of importance. 

X X X X 

      

11. Demonstrate higher-order thinking skills and writing 
clarity when answering open-ended and essay questions in 
content areas or as responses to literature. 

X X X X 

      
12. Use relevant graphics in writing (e.g., maps, charts, 
illustrations, graphs, photographs).  

X X X X 

      13. Demonstrate the development of a personal style and  X X X 
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voice in writing. 

      14. Review scoring criteria of relevant rubrics. X X X X 

      
15. Develop a collection of writings (e.g., a literacy folder 
or a literacy portfolio). 

 X X X 
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Social Studies Standards (2009) 

Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

Era  Three Worlds Meet (Beginnings to 1620)  
Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.1.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast forms 
of governance, belief 
systems, and family 
structures among African, 
European, and Native 
American groups. 

    

6.1.8.B.1.a Describe migration and 
settlement patterns of Native 
American groups, and explain 
how these patterns affected 
interactions in different 
regions of the Western 
Hemisphere.  

    

1. Three Worlds Meet  
 
Indigenous societies in the 
Western Hemisphere 
migrated and changed in 
response to the physical 
environment and due to 
their interactions with 
Europeans. 
 
European exploration 
expanded global economic 
and cultural exchange into 
the Western Hemisphere. 

B. 
Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.1.8.B.1.b Analyze the world in spatial 
terms, using historical maps 
to determine what led to the 
exploration of new water and 
land routes. 

    

6.1.8.A.2.a Determine the roles of 
religious freedom and 
participatory government in 
various North American 
colonies. 

    
2. Colonization and 
Settlement 
 
The colonists adapted 
ideas from their European 
heritage and from Native 
American groups to 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early 
government structures 
developed, and determine the 
impact of these early 
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6.1.8.A.2.b structures on the evolution of 
American politics and 
institutions. 

     

6.1.8.A.2.c Explain how race, gender, 
and status affected social, 
economic, and political 
opportunities during Colonial 
times. 

    

6.1.8.B.2.a Determine factors that 
impacted emigration, 
settlement patterns, and 
regional identities of the 
colonies. 

    
B. 
Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.1.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast how 
the search for natural 
resources resulted in conflict 
and cooperation among 
European colonists and Native 
American groups in the New 
World. 

    

6.1.8.C.2.a Relate slavery and indentured 
servitude to Colonial labor 
systems. 

    C. 
Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 

6.1.8.C.2.b Explain the system of 
mercantilism and its impact 
on the economies of the 
colonies and European 
countries. 

    

6.1.8.C.2.c Analyze the impact of 
triangular trade on multiple 
nations and groups. 

    

6.1.8.D.2.a Analyze the power struggle 
among European countries, 
and determine its impact on 
people living in Europe and 
the Americas. 

    

develop new political and 
religious institutions and 
economic systems. 
 
The slave labor system 
and the loss of Native 
American lives had a 
lasting impact on the 
development of the United 
States and American 
culture. 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.1.8.D.2.b Compare and contrast the 
voluntary and involuntary 
migratory experiences of 
different groups of people, 
and explain why their 
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  experiences differed. 
 

Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

Era  Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s)  
Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

6.1.8.A.3.a Examine the ideals found in 
the Declaration of 
Independence, and assess the 
extent to which they were 
fulfilled for women, African 
Americans, and Native 
Americans during this time 
period. 

    

6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of 
the fundamental principles of 
the Constitution (i.e., consent 
of the governed, rule of law, 
federalism, limited 
government, separation of 
powers, checks and balances, 
and individual rights) in 
establishing a federal 
government that allows for 
growth and change over time. 

    

6.1.8.A.3.c Determine the role that 
compromise played in the 
creation and adoption of the 
Constitution and Bill of 
Rights.  

    

3. Revolution and the 
New Nation 
 
Disputes over political 
authority and economic 
issues contributed to a 
movement for 
independence in the 
colonies. 
 
The fundamental 
principles of the United 
States Constitution 
serve as the foundation 
of the United States 
government today 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the 
Articles of Confederation and 
the UNITED STATES 
Constitution in terms of the 
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decision-making powers of 
national government. 

6.1.8.A.3.e Determine why the Alien and 
Sedition Acts were enacted 
and whether they undermined 
civil liberties. 

    

6.1.8.A.3.f Explain how political parties 
were formed and continue to 
be shaped by differing 
perspectives regarding the 
role and power of federal 
government.  

    

 

6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights 
on current day issues. 

    

6.1.8.B.3.a Assess how conflicts and 
alliances among European 
countries and Native 
American groups impacted 
the expansion of the 
American colonies. 

    

6.1.8.B.3.b Determine the extent to 
which the geography of the 
United States influenced the 
debate on representation in 
Congress and federalism by 
examining the New Jersey 
and Virginia plans. 

    

6.1.8.B.3.c Use maps and other 
geographic tools to evaluate 
the impact of geography on 
the execution and outcome of 
the American Revolutionary 
War. 

    

B. Geography, 
People, and 

the 
Environment 

 

6.1.8.B.3.d Explain why New Jersey’s 
location played an integral 
role in the American 
Revolution. 

    

 

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 

and 

6.1.8.C.3.a Explain how taxes and 
government regulation can 
affect economic opportunities,     



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
Curriculum Management System 

Humanities 

       46 

6.1.8.C.3.a and assess the impact of 
these on relations between 
Britain and its North American 
colonies. 

    
 

Technology 6.1.8.C.3.b Summarize the effect of 
inflation and debt on the 
American people and the 
response of state and national 
governments during this 
time. 

    

 

Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

Era  Expansion and Reform (1801-1861)  
Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

6.1.8.A.4.a Explain the changes in 
America’s relationships with 
other nations by analyzing 
policies, treaties, tariffs, and 
agreements. 

    

6.1.8.A.4.b Analyze how the concept of 
Manifest Destiny influenced 
the acquisition of land 
through annexation, 
diplomacy, and war. 

    

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.1.8.A.4.c Assess the extent to which 
voting rights were expanded 
during the Jacksonian period. 

    

4. Expansion and 
Reform 
 
Westward movement, 
industrial growth, 
increased immigration, 
the expansion of 
slavery, and the 
development of 
transportation systems 
increased regional 
tensions. 

B. Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.1.8.B.4.a Assess the impact of the 
Louisiana Purchase and 
western exploration on the 
expansion and economic 
development of the United 
States. 
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 6.1.8.B.4.b Map territorial expansion and 
settlement, as well as the 
locations of conflicts with and 
removal of Native Americans. 

    

6.1.8.C.4.a Analyze the debates involving 
the National Bank, uniform 
currency, and tariffs, and 
determine the extent to which 
each of these economic tools 
met the economic challenges 
facing the new nation. 

    

6.1.8.C.4.b Explain how major 
technological developments 
revolutionized land and water 
transportation, as well as the 
economy, in New Jersey and 
nation. 

    

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 

6.1.8.C.4.c Analyze how technological 
innovations affected the 
status and social class of 
different groups of people, 
and explain the outcomes 
that resulted. 

    

6.1.8.D.4.a Analyze the push-pull factors 
that led to increases in 
immigration, and explain why 
ethnic and cultural conflicts 
resulted.  

    

6.1.8.D.4.b Explore efforts to reform 
education, women’s rights, 
slavery, and other issues 
during the Antebellum period. 

    

 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.1.8.D.4.c Explain the growing 
resistance to slavery and New 
Jersey’s role in the 
Underground Railroad. 
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Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 

about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  

Era  Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877)  
Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

6.1.8.A.5.a Explain how and why the 
Emancipation Proclamation 
and the Gettysburg Address 
continue to impact American 
life. 

    
A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.1.8.A.5.b Compare and contrast the 
approaches of Congress and 
Presidents Lincoln and 
Johnson toward the 
reconstruction of the South. 

    

B. Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.1.8.B.5.a Determine the role of 
geography, natural resources, 
demographics, transportation, 
and technology in the 
progress and outcome of the 
Civil War. 

    

6.1.8.C.5.a Assess the human and 
material costs of the Civil War 
in the North and South. 

    C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 6.1.8.C.5.b Analyze the economic impact 

of Reconstruction on the 
South from different 
perspectives. 

    

5. Civil War and 
Reconstruction 
 
The Civil War resulted 
from complex regional 
differences involving 
political, economic, and 
social issues, as well as 
different views on 
slavery. 
 
The Civil War and 
Reconstruction had a 
lasting impact on the 
development of the 
United States.  

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.1.8.D.5.a Prioritize the causes and 
events that led to the Civil 
War from different 
perspectives. 
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6.1.8.D.5.b Analyze critical events and 
battles of the Civil War and 
determine how they 
contributed to the final 
outcome of the war. 

    
  

6.1.8.D.5.c Examine the roles of women, 
African Americans, and Native 
Americans in the Civil War. 

    

 
Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and 

systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and 
cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 
responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  

Era  The Beginnings of Human Society  
Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.2.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast the 
social organization of early 
hunters/gatherers and those 
who lived in early agrarian 
societies. 

    

6.2.8.B.1.a Explain the various migratory 
patterns of hunters/gatherers 
who moved from Africa to 
Eurasia, Australia, and the 
Americas, and describe the 
impact of migration on their 
lives and on the shaping of 
societies. 

    

1. The Beginnings of 
Human Society: 
Paleolithic and 
Neolithic Ages 
 
Hunter/gatherers 
adapted to their 
physical environments 
using resources, the 
natural world, and 
technological 
advancements. 
 
The agricultural 
revolution led to an 
increase in population, 
specialization of labor, 
new forms of social 
organization, and the 
beginning of societies. 
 
Archaeology provides 

B. Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.2.8.B.1.b Compare and contrast how 
nomadic and agrarian 
societies used land and X X X X 
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 6.2.8.B.1.b natural resources. X X X X 

6.2.8.C.1.a Relate the agricultural 
revolution (including the 
impact of food surplus from 
farming) to population growth 
and the subsequent 
development of civilizations. 

X X X X 

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 

6.2.8.C.1.b Determine the impact of 
technological advancements 
on hunter/gatherer and 
agrarian societies. 

X X X X 

6.2.8.D.1.a Demonstrate an 
understanding of pre-
agricultural and post-
agricultural periods in terms 
of relative length of time.  

X    

6.2.8.D.1.b Relate the development of 
language and forms of writing 
to the expression of ideas, 
creation of cultural identity, 
and development of more 
complex social structures.  

X X X X 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.2.8.D.1.c Explain how archaeological 
discoveries are used to 
develop and enhance 
understanding of life prior to 
written records. 

X    

historical and scientific 
explanations for how 
ancient people lived.  

 
6.2.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast the 

social organization of early 
hunters/gatherers and those 
who lived in early agrarian 

X    
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 societies. 

 
 

 
Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and 

systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and 
cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 
responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  

Era  Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples (4000-1000 BCE)  

Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

6.2.8.A.2.a Explain why different ancient 
river valley civilizations 
developed similar forms of 
government. 

X X   

6.2.8.A.2.b Explain how codifying laws 
met the needs of ancient river 
valley societies.  

X X   

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.2.8.A.2.c Determine the role of slavery 
in the economic and social 
structures of ancient river 
valley civilizations. 

X X   

2. Early Civilizations 
and the Emergence of 
Pastoral Peoples: 
Ancient River Valley 
Civilizations  
 
Ancient river valley 
civilizations (e.g., 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, 
Indus River [modern 
Pakistan and 
northwestern India], 
and, later, Yellow River 
Valley in China) 
developed due to 
favorable geographic 
conditions. They created 
centralized systems of 
government and 
advanced societies.  

B. Geography, 
People, and 
the 
Environment 

6.2.8.B.2.a Determine the extent to 
which geography influenced 
settlement, the development 
of trade networks, 
technological innovations, and 
the sustainability of ancient 

X X   
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river valley civilizations.  

6.2.8.B.2.b Compare and contrast 
physical and political maps of 
ancient river valley 
civilizations and their modern 
counterparts (i.e., 
Mesopotamia and Iraq; 
Ancient Egypt and Modern 
Egypt; Indus River Valley and 
Modern Pakistan/India; 
Ancient China and Modern 
China), and determine the 
geopolitical impact of these 
civilizations, then and now. 

X X   

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 

6.2.8.C.2.a Explain how technological 
advancements led to greater 
economic specialization, 
improved weaponry, trade, 
and the development of a 
class system in ancient river 
valley civilizations. 

X X   

6.2.8.D.2.a Analyze the impact of religion 
on daily life, government, and 
culture in various ancient 
river valley civilizations. 

X X   

6.2.8.D.2.b Explain how the development 
of written language 
transformed all aspects of life 
in ancient river valley 
civilizations.  

X X   

 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.2.8.D.2.c Analyze the factors that led to 
the rise and fall of various X X   
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ancient river valley 
civilizations and determine 
whether there was a common 
pattern of growth and decline. 

  

6.2.8.D.2.d Justify which of the major 
achievements of the ancient 
river valley civilizations 
represent the most enduring 
legacies. 

X X   

 
 
Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and 

systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and 
cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 
responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  

Era  The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World, India, and China (1000 BCE-600 CE)  

Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

6.2.8.A.3.a Compare and contrast the 
methods (i.e., autocratic rule, 
philosophies, and 
bureaucratic structures; 
communication and 
transportation systems) used 
by the rulers of Rome, China, 
and India to control and unify 
their expanding empires. 

 X X  

3. The Classical 
Civilizations of the 
Mediterranean World, 
India, and China 
 
Classical civilizations 
(i.e., Greece, Rome, 
India and China) 
developed and 
expanded into empires 
of unprecedented size 
and diversity by 
creating centralized 
governments and 
promoting commerce, a 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 

Rights 

6.2.8.A.3.b Compare and contrast the 
rights and responsibilities of 
free men, women, slaves, and   X  
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6.2.8.A.3.b foreigners in the political, 
economic, and social 
structures of classical 
civilizations. 

  X  

6.2.8.A.3.c Determine the foundational 
concepts and principles of 
Athenian democracy and the 
Roman Republic that later 
influenced the development 
of the United States 
Constitution. 

  X  

6.2.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the 
roles and responsibilities of 
citizens in Athens and Sparta 
to those of United States 
citizens today, and evaluate 
how citizens perceived the 
principles of liberty and 
equality then and now. 

  X  

 

6.2.8.A.3.e Compare and contrast the 
American legal system and 
the legal systems of classical 
civilizations, and determine 
the extent to which the early 
systems influenced the 
current legal system. 

  X  

common culture, and 
social values. 
 
Cultural exchange and 
diffusion dramatically 
increased, and enduring 
world religions 
emerged, during the era 
of classical civilizations. 
 
Classical civilizations 
declined as a result of 
internal weaknesses and 
external invasions, but 
they left lasting legacies 
for future civilizations.  

Geography, 
People, and 

the 
Environment 

6.2.8.B.3.a Determine how geography 
and the availability of natural 
resources influenced the 
development of the political, 
economic, and cultural 
systems of each of the 
classical civilizations and 

  X  
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provided motivation for 
expansion. 

6.2.8.B.3.b Explain how geography and 
the availability of natural 
resources led to both the 
development of Greek city-
states and to their demise. 

  X  

6.2.8.C.3.a Analyze the impact of 
expanding land and sea trade 
routes through the 
Mediterranean Basin, India, 
and China. 

 X X X 

6.2.8.C.3.b Explain how the development 
of a uniform system of 
exchange facilitated trade in 
classical civilizations. 

  X X 

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 

and 
Technology 

6.2.8.C.3.c Explain how classical 
civilizations used technology 
and innovation to enhance 
agricultural/manufacturing 
output and commerce, to 
expand military capabilities, 
to improve life in urban 
areas, and to allow for 
greater division of labor. 

  X X 

6.2.8.D.3.a Compare and contrast social 
hierarchies in classical 
civilizations as they relate to 
power, wealth, and equality. 

  X  

 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives  

6.2.8.D.3.b Relate the Chinese dynastic 
system to the longevity of  X   
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authoritarian rule in China. 

6.2.8.D.3.c Determine common factors 
that contributed to the 
decline and fall of the Roman 
Empire, Gupta India, and Han 
China. 

 X X  

6.2.8.D.3.d Compare the golden ages of 
Greece, Rome, India, and 
China, and justify major 
achievements that represent 
world legacies. 

 X X  

6.2.8.D.3.e Compare and contrast the 
tenets of various world 
religions that developed in or 
around this time period (i.e., 
Buddhism, Christianity, 
Confucianism, Islam, 
Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of 
expansion, and their 
responses to the current 
challenges of globalization. 

X X X X 

  

6.2.8.D.3.f Determine the extent to 
which religions, mythologies, 
and other belief systems 
shaped the values of classical 
societies. 

 X X  
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Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and 

systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and 
cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 
responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  

Era  Expanding Exchanges and Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE)  

Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion 
and other means rulers used 
to unify and centrally govern 
expanding territories with 
diverse populations.  

  X X 

6.2.8.A.4.b Compare and contrast the 
Japanese and European 
systems of feudalism and the 
effectiveness of each in 
promoting social, economic, 
and political order. 

   X 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 

Rights 

6.2.8.A.4.c Determine the influence of 
medieval English legal and 
constitutional practices (i.e., 
the Magna Carta, parliament, 
and the development of 
habeas corpus and an 
independent judiciary) on 
modern democratic thought 
and institutions. 

   X 

4. Expanding 
Exchanges and 
Encounters 
 
The emergence of 
empires (i.e., Asia, 
Africa, Europe and the 
Americas) resulted from 
the promotion of 
interregional trade, 
cultural exchanges, new 
technologies, 
urbanization, and 
centralized political 
organization. 
 
The rise and spread of 
new belief systems 
unified societies, but 
they also became a 
major source of tension 
and conflict. 
 
While commercial and 
agricultural 
improvements created 
new wealth and 
opportunities for the 

B. Geography, 
People, and 

6.2.8.B.4.a Explain how geography 
influenced the development   X X 
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6.2.8.B.4.a of the political, economic, and 
cultural centers of each 
empire and well as the 
empires’ relationships with 
other parts of the world. 

  X X 

6.2.8.B.4.b Assess how maritime and 
overland trade routes (i.e., 
the African caravan and Silk 
Road) impacted urbanization, 
transportation, 
communication, and the 
development of international 
trade centers. 

   X 

6.2.8.B.4.c Determine how Africa’s 
physical geography and 
natural resources posed 
challenges and opportunities 
for trade and development. 

X    

6.2.8.B.4.d Explain why the Arabian 
Peninsula’s physical features 
and location made it the 
epicenter of Afro-Eurasian 
trade and fostered the spread 
of Islam into Africa, Europe, 
and Asia. 

   X 

empires, most people’s 
daily lives remained 
unchanged.  the 

Environment 

6.2.8.B.4.e Analyze the motivations for 
civilizations to modify the 
environment, determine the 
positive and negative 
consequences of 
environmental changes made 
during this time period, and 
relate these changes to 

  X X 
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current environmental 
challenges. 

6.2.8.B.4.f Explain how the geographies 
of China and Japan influenced 
their development and their 
relationship with one another.  

 X  X 

6.2.8.B.4.g Explain why the strategic 
location and economic 
importance of Constantinople 
and the Mediterranean Sea 
were a source of conflict 
between civilizations. 

   X 

 

6.2.8.B.4.h Explain how the locations, 
land forms, and climates of 
Mexico, Central America, and 
South America affected the 
development of Mayan, Aztec, 
and Incan societies, cultures, 
and economies.  

    

6.2.8.C.4.a Explain the interrelationships 
among improved agricultural 
production, population 
growth, urbanization, and 
commercialization.  

   X 

 

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology 

6.2.8.C.4.b Analyze how trade, 
technology, the availability of 
natural resources, and 
contact with other civilizations 
affected the development of 
empires in Eurasia and the 
Americas. 

   X 
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6.2.8.C.4.c Explain how the development 
of new business practices and 
banking systems impacted 
global trade and the 
development of a merchant 
class. 

   X 

6.2.8.C.4.d Analyze the relationship 
between trade routes and the 
development of powerful city-
states and kingdoms in Africa. 

X    

 

6.2.8.C.4.e Determine the extent to 
which interaction between the 
Islamic world and medieval 
Europe increased trade, 
enhanced technology 
innovation, and impacted 
scientific thought and the 
arts. 

   X 

6.2.8.D.4.a Explain how contact between 
nomadic peoples and 
sedentary populations had 
both positive and negative 
political, economic, and 
cultural consequences.  

   X 

6.2.8.D.4.b Analyze how religion both 
unified and divided people.  

  X X 

 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.2.8.D.4.c Analyze the role of religion 
and economics in shaping 
each empire’s social 
hierarchy, and evaluate the 
impact these hierarchical 
structures had on the lives of 

  X X 
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various groups of people. 

6.2.8.D.4.d Analyze the causes and 
outcomes of the Crusades 
from different perspectives, 
including the perspectives of 
European political and 
religious leaders, the 
crusaders, Jews, Muslims, 
and traders. 

   X 

6.2.8.D.4.e Assess the demographic, 
economic, and religious 
impact of the plague on 
Europe. 

   X 

6.2.8.D.4.f Determine which events led 
to the rise and eventual 
decline of European 
feudalism. 

   X 

6.2.8.D.4.g Analyze the immediate and 
long-term impact on China 
and Europe of the open 
exchange between Europe 
and the Yuan (Mongol) 
Dynasty.  

   X 

6.2.8.D.4.h Determine the extent to 
which the Byzantine Empire 
influenced the Islamic world 
and western Europe. 

   X 

  

6.2.8.D.4.i Explain how and why Islam 
spread in Africa, the 
significance of Timbuktu to 
the development and spread 

   X 
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 of learning, and the impact 
Islam continues to have on 
African society. 

 

 

6.2.8.D.4.j Compare the major 
technological innovations and 
cultural contributions of the 
civilizations of this period and 
justify which represent 
enduring legacies. 

  X X 

 
 

Content Area Social Studies  
Standard  6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and 

systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and 
cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically 
responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  

Grade Level  By the end of grade 8  

Content Statement Strand CPI Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 

6.3.8.A.1 Deliberate on a public issue 
affecting an upcoming 
election, consider opposing 
arguments, and develop a 
reasoned conclusion.  

    

Active citizens in the 
21st century:  

• Recognize the 
causes and effects 
of prejudice on 
individuals, groups, 
and society. 

• Recognize the value 
of cultural diversity, 
as well as the 
potential for 
misunderstanding. 

• Critically analyze 
media to assess 

A. Civics, 
Government, 
and Human 
Rights 

6.3.8.A.2 Participate in a real or 
simulated hearing to develop 
a legislative proposal that 
addresses a public issue, and 
share it with an appropriate 
legislative body (e.g., school 
board, municipal or county 
government, state 
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6.3.8.A.2 legislature).       

6.3.8.A.3 Collaborate with international 
students to deliberate about 
and address issues of gender 
equality, child mortality, or 
education. 

    

B. Geography, 
People and the 
Environment  

6.3.8.B.1 Evaluate alternative land use 
proposals and make 
recommendations to the 
appropriate governmental 
agency regarding the best 
course of action.  

    

C. Economics, 
Innovation, 
and 
Technology  

6.3.8.C.1 Contact local officials and 
community members to 
obtain information about the 
local school district or 
municipal budget and assess 
budget priorities. 

    

different viewpoints 
and detect bias, 
opinion, and 
stereotypes. 

• Listens open-
mindedly to views 
contrary to their 
own. 

• Collaboratively 
develop and 
practice strategies 
for managing and 
resolving conflict. 

• Demonstrate 
understanding of 
democratic values 
and processes. 

• Recognize that the 
actions or inactions 
of individuals, 
groups, and nations 
can have intended 
and unintended 
consequences. 

• Challenge unfair 
viewpoints and 
behavior by taking 
action. 

• Make informed and 
reasoned decisions. 

• Accept decisions 
that are made for 
the common good. 

D. History, 
Culture, and 
Perspectives 

6.3.8.D.1 Engage in simulated 
democratic processes (e.g., 
legislative hearings, judicial 
proceedings, elections) to 
understand how conflicting 
points of view are addressed 
in a democratic society. 
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Social Studies Skills Table 
Essential Question: What are effective strategies for accessing various sources of information and historical evidence, determining their validity, 

and using them to solve a problem or find a solution to a public policy question? 
Social Studies Skill K-4 5-8 9-12 

• Place key historical events and 
people in historical eras using 
timelines.  

• Construct timelines of the events 
occurring during major eras.  

• Compare present and past events to 
evaluate the consequences of past 
decisions and to apply lessons learned.  

Chronological 
Thinking 

• Explain how the present is 
connected to the past.  

• Explain how major events are related 
to one another in time.  

• Analyze how change occurs through time 
due to shifting values and beliefs as well 
as technological advancements and 
changes in the political and economic 
landscape.  

• Determine locations of places and 
interpret information available on 
maps and globes.  

• Select and use various geographic 
representations to compare 
information about people, places, 
regions, and environments.  

• Construct various forms of geographic 
representations to show the spatial 
patterns of physical and human 
phenomena.  

Spatial Thinking 

• Use thematic maps and other 
geographic representations to 
obtain, describe, and compare 
spatial patterns and information 
about people, places, regions, and 
environments.  

• Use maps and other documents to 
explain the historical migration of 
people, expansion and disintegration 
of empires, and growth of economic 
and political systems.  

• Relate current events to the physical and 
human characteristics of places and 
regions.  

• Distinguish fact from fiction.  • Compare and contrast differing 
interpretations of current and 
historical events.  

• Distinguish valid arguments from false 
arguments when interpreting current and 
historical events.  

Critical Thinking 

• Identify and use a variety of 
primary and secondary sources for 
reconstructing the past (i.e., 
documents, letters, diaries, maps, 
photos, etc.).  

• Assess the credibility of sources by 
identifying bias and prejudice in 
documents, media, and computer-
generated information.  

• Evaluate sources for validity and 
credibility and to detect propaganda, 
censorship, and bias.  

Presentational Skills  • Use evidence to support an idea in 
a written and/or oral format.  

• Select and analyze information from 
a variety of sources to present a 
reasoned argument or position in a 
written and/or oral format.  

• Take a position on a current public policy 
issue and support it with historical 
evidence, reasoning, and constitutional 
analysis in a written and/or oral format.  
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Appendix 

Sixth Grade-Social Studies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In this curriculum document, the 21
st
 Century Themes and Skills are integrated in the following 

units: 

 

Unit 1  

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Standard 9.1 21
st
 Century Life Skills 

X Global Awareness  E Creativity and Innovation 

 Financial Literacy  A Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving  

 Health Literacy  A Communication (Interpersonal and 

Media Fluency) 

X Civic Literacy  E Collaboration and Teamwork 

 Career Awareness/Exploration  T Accountability, Productivity and 

Ethics 

 

Unit 2 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Standard 9.1 21
st
 Century Life Skills 

X Global Awareness  T Creativity and Innovation 

 Financial Literacy  A Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving  

 Health Literacy  T Communication (Interpersonal and 

Media Fluency) 

 Civic Literacy  E Collaboration and Teamwork 

 Career Awareness/Exploration  E Accountability, Productivity and 

Ethics 

 

 



Unit 3 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Standard 9.1 21
st
 Century Life Skills 

X Global Awareness  A Creativity and Innovation 

 Financial Literacy  T Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving  

 Health Literacy  T Communication (Interpersonal and 

Media Fluency) 

X Civic Literacy  E Collaboration and Teamwork 

 Career Awareness/Exploration  A Accountability, Productivity and 

Ethics 

 

Unit 4 

In this unit plan, the following 21st Century themes and skills are addressed: 

Check ALL that apply – 

 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Indicate whether these skills are: 

 E – encouraged 

 T – taught 

 A – assessed 

Standard 9.1 21
st
 Century Life Skills 

X Global Awareness  E Creativity and Innovation 

 Financial Literacy  T Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving  

 Health Literacy  T Communication (Interpersonal and 

Media Fluency) 

X Civic Literacy  E Collaboration and Teamwork 

 Career Awareness/Exploration  A Accountability, Productivity and 

Ethics 
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